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The Venerable Louis & Zélie Martin Foundation—

the Irish connection!

1. On the 16th September 1997 The Venerable Louis & Zélie Martin Foundation (hereinafter referred to as “The Foundation”) was set up.

2. The Venerable Louis and Zélie Martin Foundation which is a charitable Foundation approved by the Revenue Commissioners in Ireland, has as its main objectives:

a. To relieve people suffering from serious illness through the construction and management of a hospice to be known as The Venerable Louis and Zélie Martin (Hospice) at Blackrock, Co Dublin, Ireland.

b. To benefit the community through the provision of education, support, financial, monetary and otherwise for people of all ages, sex, creed, colour or casts for all their needs to help relieve suffering from illness, hunger, deprivation, depression and abuse of every nature and kind whatsoever, to provide and cause for payment for legal, medical, counselling or any other support whatsoever that may be in the interest of such people in Ireland and elsewhere and to invest in projects throughout Ireland and the World for the relief of such persons.

c. To invest in the promotion of research and development for the prevention of suicide in Ireland and worldwide and to invest in projects, counselling and education.

The Venerable Louis & Zelie Martin Hospice, Blackrock:
1. Since the incorporation of The Venerable Louis and Zélie Martin Foundation it has been involved in the first instance with the building of the Blackrock Hospice built on the site of a former Carmelite Convent which is the oldest parish church structure in the Dun Laoghaire Rathdown District.

2. The Hospice consists currently of the existing Carmelite convent which has now been converted plus twelve new suites, a day care centre which looks after patients from Mount Merrion to Arklow, and a palliative and respite care centre.

3. The Hospice when built was fully funded by The Foundation.  Blackrock Hospice continues in the tradition of Our Lady’s Hospice, Harold’s Cross and follows the ethos and values of the Religious Sisters of Charity to whom it was handed over on completion.  The Foundation is currently adding a new wing of suites to the Hospice.

The 3T’s (turn the tide of suicide):
1. The Foundation is also one of the main sponsors behind the 3T’s (turn the tide of suicide).  This charitable organisation was set up about five years ago with a view to bringing awareness, knowledge and education on the whole tortured issue of suicide.

2. The 3T’s itself is involved in a number of programmes which, inter alia, include a research programme to interview families who have lost loved ones through suicide and who have kindly agreed to share the information and knowledge leading up to the person’s death.

3. Support for Console, a wonderful support organisation that helps families bereaved by suicide.  In particular, help in respect of two call centres at Clondalkin and Finglas have been supported by the 3T’s in the last year.

4. World Suicide Prevention Day aims to highlight suicide prevention internationally through public meetings in Dublin, Waterford and Galway with other counties being added each year.

5. The Suicide Alliance is a combination of nearly 500 organisations throughout the country who are directly or indirectly involved in helping turn the tide of suicide and bring consolation, comfort or relief to those so bereaved.

6. The St. Thérèse website www.sttherese.com carries a beautiful article on St. Thérèse and suicide.

Street Children in Calcutta, India:

1. The Foundation have funded the acquisition of a property in Calcutta, India, for circa 70 young girls who were abandoned and who are at huge risk through various pernicious risks in Calcutta.

2. The house which operates through and with the support of the Hope Foundation, a wonderful charitable organisation specifically set up to help young children in India, is the latest project being supported by The Foundation.  The new house is named specifically The Venerable Louis and Zélie Martin Home for Young Girls.

General:

1. From time to time The Venerable Louis and Zélie Martin Foundation takes on individual programmes to support individual causes and/or to help support individual charitable events.

2. The Foundation in 2005 helped in the building of a new Aids Hospice in South Africa .  The Hospice is run by Fr Kieran Creagh, a Passionist priest from Mount Argus, Dublin, Ireland.  Fr Creagh was shot 3 times last year but has since recovered and returned to his beloved Hospice in Leratong, which operates in the City of Tshwane (formerly Pretoria) and specifically targets the communities of Atteridgeville and Saulsville, two African townships 20 km west of the capital Johannesburg.  The Foundation is currently supporting the building of a new open air church in Leratong with the intention that some part of the church will be dedicated to Venerable Louis and Zélie Martin.  The church is due to be completed later this year.

3. The Foundation is also actively involved in the continuous promotion of the Cause of the Servants of God, Venerable Louis & Zélie Martin and also in particular of the veneration of their daughter, St Thérèse of the Child of Jesus of the Holy Face.  Major promotion of the Cause of Venerable Louis and Zélie Martin and the promotion of the message and spirituality of St. Thérèse throughout Ireland is carried out by the St. Thérèse National Office, Carmelite Community, Terenure College, Dublin 6W, Ireland.  This office and all the work it produces (printing and postage etc.) is totally funded by The Foundation.

